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Colorado School of Mines 
Intercollegiate Mining Competition 

Team 
2019-2020 Season 

 
 The Colorado School of Mines has had a long-standing presence in the 
Intercollegiate Mining Competition. The Colorado School of Mines has participated in the 
competition since it began in 1978. With a long tradition of excellence, Mines continues to 
participate in the games every year. In addition to this year’s participation, The Colorado 
School of Mines is proud to announce that we will be hosting the 2020 games! 

 
The Intercollegiate Mining Competition was first held in 1978 to honor those who 

lost their lives in the Sunshine Mine disaster of 1972. In the disaster 91 miners lost their 
lives to a mine fire. This tragic event continues to impact the mining industry – chiefly in 
regard to safety precautions and ventilation design. The mining games aim to 
commemorate, honor, and remember those who have lost their lives in the mining industry. 
The Intercollegiate Mining Competition also sets out to remember the historical methods of 
the industry. 
 
 The Colorado School of Mines proudly continues to practice and compete in these 
historical mining events. The 41st Intercollegiate Mining Games were held in Virginia City, 
Nevada. The games were hosted by the University of Nevada, Reno. At these games the 
Colorado School of Mines competed against over 30 other teams. Teams attend this event, 
as they do every year, from around the world. England, Australia, and Brazil were 
represented at the games, as well as many of the mining engineering universities across 
the U.S.A. The Colorado School of Mines sent a total of 11 competitors divided up 
amongst the men’s and women’s teams. The women’s team placed 4th overall in the 
women’s division. The men’s team also competed well and placed 4th in jackleg drilling. 



 

 2 

Competition Events 
 
Mucking: 

In this event a team of 5 shovels gravel (muck) into an ore cart. Once the ore cart is 
full, the team runs the cart down the 75 foot track down and back. The event is scored 
based upon the total time to fill and run the cart. 

 
Swede Sawing: 

A bowsaw with a 36-inch blade is used to cut through a 6x6 inch timber. Teams of 
5 compete, and the competitors aim to cut as quickly as possible while staying within the 
designated area to cut. 
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Track Stand: 
 A team of 4 builds an addition to a pre-set rail, the rail built must be to competition 
specifications. During this event team members set ties, lay rail, drive spikes, and bolt 
fishplates to connect the rail. The event is scored based upon speed for constructing and 
tearing down the rail section. 

 
Surveying: 
 A transit or theodolite (depending on the competition) is used to close a traverse 
and establish the coordinates of points along the course. This event can be done 
underground or on the surface depending on the competition location. 
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Gold Panning: 
 This event, which is scored by the cumulative time of all 5 of a team’s competitors, 
requires the most skill and technique. 5 flattened steel or lead BBs are placed in a muck 
filled pan. Any BB lost in the water results in a 5 minute addition to the team’s time. 

 
Hand Steeling: 
 Before pneumatic rock drilling methods, such as jackleg drilling, hand steeling was 
used to drill for blasting. At the competition competitors practice and compete in single 
jack hand steeling. The total time for the event is 10 minutes, divided up between 5 
members of the team in 2 minute shifts. The event is scored based upon total depth 
drilled. 
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Jackleg Drilling: 
 A pneumatic handheld drill is used along with 4-foot steels to drive holes into a 
concrete block. This competition is scored for depth drilled in 3 minutes. Two team 
members compete one at a time. The teammate who isn’t drilling tends to the hoses and 
helps guide the driller. 

 
 


